The Quarter.
and to construct a double strategical railway in rear of the Indus from Multan to Attock. This would be a work of enormous magnitude and expense. The British line of observation, as we pointed out in former articles, would be more than 500 miles long, whilst the enemy would hold the choice of concentration along a line of 315 miles."
The strain which recourse to the latter alternative would place upon the resources of the country would, in itself, soon prove intolerable ; the loss of prestige involved in the adoption of the former alternative, even supposing the new frontier so easily defensible as to render it otherwise an acceptable one, would be fatal to the stability of our Indian empire.
If these two propositions are true ; if to allow a strong and hostile Power to remain in occupation of Afghanistan, would be to incur an insupportable liability as the only alternative to destruction ; and if a strong and hostile Power, once fairly established in Afghanistan, would be practically inexpugnable, or expugnable only at a ruinous sacrifice of men and money, then it follows that the establishment in Afghanistan of a strong Power which either is, or threatens to become, hostile, is a catastrophe which the British Government in India is bound by the instinct of self preservation to prevent.
The proper course for the Government of India to pursue in case of such a Power threatening to occupy Afghanistan, depends upon the condition and attitude of the latter country. The only case in which it could regard such a contingency with any approach, to equanimity would be that of a friendly Afghanistan, determined to resist the invaders and strong enough to hold its own against them* Even in this case, however, absolute inaction would be incompatible with prudence; for the chances of war might upset all calculations. If in such circumstances the rulers of Afghanistan were to seek a defensive alliance, it could not be refused; and even if they were sufficiently confident of their own strength to abstain from such a request, the least that would be incumbent on the Government of India would be to maintain its forces in such a state of preparedness as to be in a position to render effective help at a moment's notice.
In any other case, it is obvious that the Government of India must itself undertake the task of defending Afghanistan, with or without the co-operation, or even against the consent of its rulers, as the case may be. That it may be in a position to do this on the approach of danger, either its arrangements with the rulers of the country must be such as to ensure its being able to occupy the necessary positions at the right moment, or it must take the necessary steps to occupy the country itself sufficiently long in advaoc$ to enable it to overcome all opposition on the part of .the people of